
 

 

 

 

A private guided photographic safari 
to an area renowned for Leopards and 

Painted Dogs. 

Staying at the magical Camp of the 
Leopard. 

Led by Dr Bob Brind-Surch FRPS 

  

Zambia’s 
South Luangwa  

Land of the Leopard 2026 



Introduction. 

Only a few years ago a photo safari to Africa was a unique experience but now 
there are very many different companies offering different standards of 
safaris and especially photographic safaris. This doesn’t change the magic of 
the continent or the amazing opportunities for the wildlife photographer but 
does mean we have to look a little harder for something different and special  

As a professional photographer and highly qualified zoologist with nearly 50 
years’ experience photographing in Africa I am always on the lookout for new 
photographic experiences and exciting locations. I particularly look for areas 
where everything is a significantly above the normal. Where the wildlife is 
exceptional and special and, importantly, the photographic opportunities 
unique. Where the guides are trained to the highest level and simply brilliant 
and where the camps are small and private. We all know that these create the 
very best photo opportunities but sadly they are seldom on offer in the many 
safaris available.   

South Luangwa is just one of the areas where the wildlife is unique, and the conservancy model adopted keeps the visitor 
numbers manageable and it is renowned for its Leopards and Wild dogs. Given my knowledge of the area and 
understanding of what makes a perfect photographic safari I have chosen a magnificent camp privately run by Derek 
Shenton and his wife Jules. Dereks and Jules credentials are perfect for us. Derek is a third-generation conservationist and 
safari guide and Jules a zoologist and professional wildlife photographer. They established Kaingo Camp in 1992 and it's 
the perfect base for my unique photographic safari. Kaingo means Leopard in the local Nyanja language, which is fitting 
as it has a long history with these incredible felines and the very best base for us to seek to photograph the most beautiful 
but elusive of Africa’s large cats.  

Kaingo camp is importantly located in the Northern sector of the South Luangwa National Park which is beyond the reach 
of any of the large camps further south which are often outside the park. This does mean the prices are a little higher but 
really importantly it makes for a very private, perhaps the most private, experience. The areas magnificent ebony and 
mahogany forests together with the open plains makes a wonderful habitat for wildlife and provide a perfect back drop 
to our photography. They are indeed said to be one of the richest on the continent and ideal for leopards. I first visited 
the area over 30 years ago and when looking for that different area, the perfect camp with all the right ethos and a set of 
highly professional guides to work with revisited for a recce in 2024, running my first trip with guests in 2025. I decided 
this was exactly the location and camp to run my unique guided photographic safaris into the future. 

Having been fortunate enough to have worked closely and trained alongside the very best guides over all of Africa I know 
all too well that to get the best from a photographic safari you need the very best of everything. In addition, camps with 
great management make all this work together but are very few and far between. The camps I use clearly need high levels 
comfort, catering and standards with great facilities such as showers, electricity and nowadays Wi-Fi. After looking at 
alternatives in the very best part of South Luangwa I was re acquainted with Kaingo camp. Kaingo is just the amazing camp 
for my special photo safaris with all I am looking for 
and in a super location with amazing game. A camp 
created run and managed by a renowned 
conservationist and his professional zoologist and 
photographer wife makes it just perfect for us.  

This is one of the best camps I know in Africa and in 
one of the best locations. This is a guaranteed 
photographic safari with a real difference. With the 
amazing guides and my experience as a naturalist, 
qualified zoologist and photographer there will be 
abundant opportunities for amazing photos 
especially of leopards and the very best 
experiences.  



We have 7 days in camp and with two safari drives per 
day plus a night drive so there will be plenty of 
opportunities to capture a wealth of magnificent 
images. We leave the camp before sunrise each day and 
travel in specially adapted completely open safari 
vehicles. Each game drive lasts about 3 ½ hours and on 
this safari, I have deliberately chosen to have no more 
than 3 photographers per vehicle. With three rows of 
seats and their completely open design this gives plenty 
of scope to shoot from any angle with unobstructed 
views of the wildlife and the opportunity to follow e.g. 
leopard climbing or descending a tree, a wild dog hunt 
or dogs playing in the river amongst many more. The 
vehicles have all been specially modified to assist 
photographers with camera rests, super-clamp stabilisers and bean bags. 

These also provide stable platforms to shoot video and more static subjects such as birds, lions sleeping, elephants grazing, 
leopards in trees and the ample birdlife of the region. The vehicles also provide great opportunities for low level shooting 
and the drivers will position them to allow this.  

With one of the owners of Kaingo 
being a professional photographer 
the guides are highly skilled at placing 
vehicles in just the right position for 
the best photographs. I will work 
closely with them to ensure you get 
the best shots and support you on 
each drive. 

 

 



Night Drives 

Each afternoon drive ends with a night drive, it’s a whole new world when the sun sets. These “evening” drives go into 
the night, and are a true adventure that plays on your heightened senses. We spot many animals around this time, with 
every sighting and hunt all the more thrilling under the cover of darkness. Photographing animals in these conditions is 
not easy but as your professional photographer guide, I will help where I can or just enjoy the unique experience.  

Before all my African Safaris I uniquely offer 1-1 training sessions in the UK which are tailored and scheduled to suit you 
where we will look at specialist techniques and you and your camera in particular. With night driving being an option here 
I will look at and advise on this especially. 

Being a professional zoologist, I will also work very closely with the drivers to ensure we get the best opportunities but 
don’t disturb the wildlife unnecessarily. The best photographs are where the animal is not startled. 

 
 

 

  



Specialist Photography Hides 

It doesn’t not stop there; this camp also has some 
superb hides which are exclusive to the camps 
guests and provide unique photographic 
opportunities. 

The first of these – The Hippo hide - is located on 
a deep corner at the confluence of the Luangwa 
and Mwamba rivers. Here, hundreds of hippos 
congregate in both bachelor and breeding pods. 
The hippo hide is carved into the bank of the river 
so as to provide viewing and photo opportunities 
at water level. We are hidden from the hippos by 
a simple grass screen. Comfortable seating and 
cleverly designed camera props make this a 
photographer’s dream. Close up, unique, 
yawning and fighting wildlife pictures at their 
level are certain! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Carmine Bee-eater hide is one of the reasons I time my trips here in September. It is a floating hide moored in the 
middle of the river directly opposite the breeding colony. It is deliberately put in just the right place once the Southern 
carmine bee-eaters have established their nesting site thus ensuring us an experience unique to this camp and this region.  

The hide is small and intimate and very close to the colony indeed. You will have a guaranteed and unique photo 
experience of nesting birds at the entrances to their nesting burrows and flying in and out. Again, as part of my pre safari 
preparations and the 1-1 photo tuition I provide I will ensure you are best equipped to shoot these memorable 
experiences. 

The bird’s migration varies each year, arriving either at the beginning, middle or end of August so September is the prime 
time for us. 
 



The Elephant hide and other low level elephant shoots. There are many ways to take iconic photographs of these 
magnificent beasts crossing the river. The raised platform elephant hide overlooks the Luangwa River, it resembles a 
treehouse and is located above a historical elephant crossing point. Here, elephants have crossed for decades, and when 
we visit the river levels are low enough to provide multiple opportunities in the day to observe these gentle giants. They 
first congregate at the waterfront, then drink, before beginning to cross. Given the playful nature of young elephants one 
youngster will often choose to enjoy themselves in the refreshing river.  

In addition to the hide, we will be able to sit on the sandy river bank outside the vehicles watching elephants cross the 
river and photographing them at ground level. This is a unique experience and only possible with the highly trained guides 
I select for this safari. As if all this wasn’t enough, your accommodation has it's own balcony where you can sit in leisure 
watching crossings and the unique bird life of the area in peace over the mid-day break.  

 

Costs - 2026 

I strongly believe that all safaris I run ought to 
include all the end-to-end costs and thus there are 
no hidden extras other than tips for guides and 
clearly gifts etc you may wish to buy. The cost of 
this trip therefore includes all costs - all transfers 
(land and air) inside Africa, all drinks in camp, full 
board meals, all laundry in camp, all conservancy 
and guiding fees and all photographic tuition. For 
2026 it is US$11,700 or £8,906 as at 3 April 2025.  

I have deliberately and uniquely chosen to price 
the trip in US dollars as that’s what they charge me. 
The company I use to make the bookings for me – 
Safari Consultants (details below) - give you either 
the opportunity to pay the deposit in sterling at the rate pertaining on the day. They then offer you the option to freeze 
that rate and thus know the balance in sterling when due or to take a risk that the rates may work in your favour. This is 
completely your choice of course but does mean I don’t have to inflate the price you pay by building in contingencies as 
many others do. Safari Consultants can and will also book international flights for you and the current rate is approx. 
£1000 if flying with Emirates from Heathrow economy class. Again, they will book other airlines if required and other 
classes of flight.  

Safari Consultants 

In putting this trip together, I have worked closely with UK based experts in the region, Safari Consultants. Choosing the 
right company to arrange an African safari is vitally important and the complexity and remoteness of Africa means you 
need a company who have detailed knowledge and first-hand experience of Africa. Safari Consultants are just such a 
company having specialised in safaris to East and Southern Africa since 1983. I have worked with them with no problems 
at all since 1990. Their holidays are fully bonded for your financial protection under the CAA ATOL scheme or through the 
AITO Trust. 
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Itinerary in brief 
Designed for travel in September 2026 

 

 Day 
Date 

Region Accommodation Nights Board basis 

     

21 Sep Lusaka Latitude 15, Lusaka 1 
 

Breakfast 

     

22 Sep Luangwa Valley Kaingo Camp, South Luangwa National 
Park 

7 
 

Full Board 

     

29 Sep  Own arrangements, flight home 
 

 

 

Costing in brief 
Price Per person  US$11,700.00 based on shared accommodation Price in total  US$11,700.00 

International flights available from £ 1,000.00 



 

 

A Proposed Outline Itinerary 

  
 

 
 

 
 

Monday, 21 September Latitude 15, Lusaka 
One night 
Twin Heritage Room 
Breakfast 

Arrive into Lusaka, where you complete entry formalities before being met by 
our representatives and transferred to Latitude 15 for an overnight stay in 
double/twin rooms. 

Latitude 15 is a modern boutique hotel situated in Lusaka. There are 32 
spacious guest rooms as well as three two-bedroom suites. Each room has 
either king-size or twin beds plus ample space for a sofa, coffee table and 
writing desk. En suite bathrooms have both shower and baths and further 
facilities include individual climate control, room safes, Nespresso machine, 
flat screen cable TV and free broadband wireless internet. There is a small bar 
and restaurant which is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner. An outside 
terrace overlooks lovely gardens and a swimming pool. All guests have access 
to 'The Other Side' member's club which offers an additional restaurant, 
workspaces and a spa and gym. 

  
 

 
 

 
 

Tuesday, 22 September Kaingo Camp, South Luangwa National Park 
Seven nights 
Twin Chalet 
Full Board 

After an early breakfast, you will be collected by our representatives and 
transferred to Lusaka Airport. Here, you will check in and connect with a 
scheduled morning light aircraft flight, scheduled to depart at 10h35 (time to 
be confirmed), north into the Luangwa Valley. 

Land into Mfuwe Airport (approx. 11h45 - to be confirmed), where you are 
met by your guide from Shenton Safaris and transferred into South Luangwa 
National Park. Continue north through the park, game viewing en route to 
Kaingo Camp, where you arrive for a seven night stay in double/twin chalets. 
Game viewing activities, hosted by Bob, Ann and the Kaingo guides are 
undertaken daily. 

 

 

Kaingo Camp has been the flagship lodge of family owned Shenton Safaris for 
over 20 years, and whilst not technically owner-hosted these days, it still very 
much has the feel of an individually owned and managed property. The camp 

 

 



 

 

offers an intimate and close-to-nature bush experience. Accommodation for a 
maximum of 16 guests is in six comfortable stone and thatch chalets (with 
windows and sliding doors to the front covered in mosquito gauze only). The 
chalets are comfortably furnished with king size beds, luggage racks, chairs 
and a table. For twin or triples sharing, the table and chairs are removed and 
replaced with a queen size bed (note that this second bed is lower to the 
ground and smaller than the large king bed). Each chalet has an indoor en 
suite bathroom with vanity unit, toilet and shower, leading to an outside 
bathroom area which includes an outdoor bath. To the front of all chalets is a 
shaded verandah and a few steps away is a small deck on the edge of the 
Luangwa riverbank with comfortable chairs and footrests where you can relax 
during the heat of the day. All rooms have 24 hour lighting and power point 
for recharging. 

One of the chalets is known as the 'First House Suite' which comes with its 
own private vehicle, a private butler and the option of dining in your suite 
(though dining in the main area is also possible). As well as the double en 
suite bedroom, the First House Suite enjoys a separate lounge which can 
accommodation additional beds (three comfortably, four at a squeeze) for a 
family. There is an additional en suite toilet attached to the lounge. 

The main areas include a central open-sided bar, lounge and dining area, and 
a shaded viewing deck cantilevered out over the river where afternoon tea is 
generally enjoyed. 

Kaingo aims to offer an in-depth wildlife experience and is well suited to 
catering for wildlife enthusiasts and keen photographers. Game viewing 
drives by open four-wheel drive vehicles (day and night) and walks are 
complimented by numerous wildlife hides set up in strategic positions: the 
hippo hide overlooks a deep channel of the river with a seasonal extension 
which has you at eye level with the hippos; the elephant hide built on stilts 
above a well-used river crossing point (at additional cost, the elephant hide 
can also be used for overnight sleep-outs); the carmine bee-eater hide is set 
up each year (usually from mid-August) in a strategic position near the 
nesting colonies; and the Wild Dog Lagoon Hide overlooks an area with 
exception birdlife and plains game. The elephant hide can also be used for an 
overnight sleep-out on the raised platform and overnight camp-outs in the 
bush are also possible to arrange offering the chance to get back to basics for 
the night and to sleep out underneath the stars (under a mosquito net) - all at 
extra cost and must be pre-booked.The area offers a little more diversity to 
the usual Luangwa experience with large ebony and baobab groves nearby, 
while Cookson's wildebeest are quite common in the mopane veld in the 
vicinity (seldom found further south in the Luangwa). Kaingo's sister camp, 
Mwamba Bushcamp, is located a morning's walk (6kms) to the north. 

 

 

 

 

Kaingo is owned by Shenton Safaris. Derek Shenton is a third-generation 
conservationist and guide and he runs the operations of the company with his 
wife, Juliet, who is a zoologist and wildlife photographer. Derek is on the 
board of Conservation South Luangwa, an organisation that works with 
community and conservation partners in the protection of the Luangwa 
wilderness, while Juliet was one of the founding members of Project Luangwa 
which helps local communities improve their economic prospects in a 



 

 

sustainable way. The camp is run 100% on solar power and much of the fresh 
produce consumed in camp is produced by the company's own organic 
vegetable plot. 

 Luangwa Valley  - Introduction 
 The Luangwa Valley forms the southern end of the Great Rift Valley and the 

floor is about 1,000ft lower than the surrounding plateau. Through the centre 
flows the Luangwa River which is fed by dozens of sand rivers during the rainy 
season, causing it to become a raging torrent. It frequently alters its course 
from season to season, causing many ox-bow lakes to form. 

These lakes are very important to the ecology of the valley and account for 
the high carrying capacity of the park. The north Luangwa National Park 
covers an area of 4,500 sq. kms, but is usually closed to the public. The 
southern park covers an area of 9,000 sq. km and is the park most frequently 
visited by tourists. Both parks are situated mainly to the west of the river, 
though the southern does extend across the river in two places (Nsefu and 
Luamfwa). On the eastern bank, a third national park, the Luambe, also exists, 
but it is small, covering an area of only 250 sq. kms. 

The Luangwa Valley has long been known as one of Africa's premier wildlife 
regions. Elephant, although slightly smaller than their southern African 
savannah counterparts, are plentiful, as are buffalo (in huge herds), kudu, 
waterbuck, puku, impala, bushbuck, warthog, and reedbuck. Giraffe, the 
Thornicrofts (endemic to the region), are commonly seen in the southern 
sector of the park, and the Cookson's wildebeest in the northern sector of the 
park. However, the park is perhaps best known for its predator populations, 
in particular lion and leopard, the latter of which are seen three days out of 
four. The birdlife of the Luangwa is equally exceptional, with over half of the 
total Zambia species (around 700) being recorded here. Commonly sighted 
species include: crowned crane; carmine- and white-fronted bee-eaters; Lilian 
lovebird; purple-crested turaco; white-winged widow; paradise whydah; 
white-browed sparrow weaver; spoonbill; white-crowned and three-banded 
plover; striped, brown hooded, giant, pied and woodland kingfisher; knob-
billed and white-faced duck; Egyptian and spurwing goose; yellow-billed, 
saddlebill and openbill storks. 

Tuesday, 29 September Own arrangements, flight home 
 

Early morning at leisure for a final game drive, before you transfer back to 
Mfuwe Airport. Here, you will connect with a scheduled early afternoon light 
aircraft flight, scheduled to depart at 12h20, to Lusaka. 

Afternoon arrival into Lusaka (13h30), where you continue with onward 
private arrangements (day rooms can be booked on request - please let us 
know).  

 
  

 



 

 

COSTING DETAILS: 
Price Per person  US$11,700.00 based on shared accommodation Price in total  US$11,700.00 

International flights available from £ 1,000.00 

 

Included 

 internal flights and associated taxes (economy) 

 transfers as specified 

 twin/double accommodation on board basis mentioned 

 game-viewing activities and park/conservation fees at Kaingo Camp 

 photographic services of Bob Brind-Surch and Ann Surch 

 house drinks (soft drinks, local beers, house wines and non-imported spirits) and laundry at Kaingo 
Camp 

 

Not Included 

 international flights and associated taxes 

 travel insurance 

 personal items and gratuities 

 optional tours and excursions 

 petrol and road tolls during your self-drive car hire 

 

Deposit required to confirm arrangements: US$ 3,750.00 per person or equivalent in UK£ 

 
Please note that this itinerary makes use of light aircraft air transfers which have strict baggage restrictions. 
Scheduled flights with Proflight have a maximum luggage limit of 23kgs per person (plus 5kgs hand luggage - 
please note that significant camera gear should be included within the main 23 kgs limit even if taken as 
hand luggage) and the total dimension of each checked in bag must not exceed 157 cms (add the length, 
width and height of your luggage to obtain its total dimensions). Soft hold-all style bags should be taken on 
all flights. Some airlines offer the chance to pre-book excess luggage in advance, at a cost. 
 
IMPORTANT: some companies operating light aircraft air transfers have a maximum passenger weight of 
100kgs per passenger. If you weigh more than this, you will need to purchase an additional seat on any air 
transfer you take. Please confirm this to us at the earliest convenience. 
 
All our holidays are fully bonded for your financial protection under the CAA ATOL scheme or through our 
membership of ABTOT. We would strongly advise against booking through non-bonded organisations where 
your money is not protected. Our ATOL membership number is 3783 and our ABTOT membership number is 
5246. 
 
 
 
At Safari Consultants we know how important safari tourism is for the future of African wildlife. Without it, 
the wildlife of Africa will diminish rapidly. However, we are also acutely aware that air travel is a major 
contributor to global climate change, and we believe that we should all travel as responsibly as possible. As 
part of our carbon approach we support two REDD+ projects, while we also look closely at our footprint 
across all areas of our business. REDD+ stands for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 



 

 

Degradation, and is a UN-backed framework that aims to prevent deforestation and protect important 
carbon sinks, while providing alternative livelihoods for local communities living in and around the forest 
area. Your holiday price includes a contribution towards this carbon program. More information about our 
Carbon program and all our efforts towards conservation and responsible travel can be found on the 
Responsible Tourism pages of our website. 
 
Please note that when booking a holiday with us, it is essential that you organise travel insurance to cover 
you for cancellation or curtailment of arrangements, and for medical expenses/evacuation while travelling. 
We recommend you do this as early as possible. Pre-existing medical conditions will need to be disclosed to 
your insurers, and please be aware that you may need to extend the cancellation cover limit. Although we 
are legally unable to include insurance within our holiday prices, please do not hesitate to contact us for 
advice. 
 
Please note that you may be recommended to have a Yellow Fever inoculation for travel to Kenya or 
Uganda. However, if you are over 60 years of age, your medical advisor may suggest you don't have the 
inoculation as this tends to be standard advice these days. If you are moving from Kenya or Uganda into 
other countries in Africa/Indian Ocean area, you will need to travel with a Yellow Fever Inoculation 
Certificate, or an official medical waiver from a medical professional. 

 

Please click here to see our current terms 

Statement of Rights 

Testimonials 

 

https://portal.safari-consultants.com/safari-terms.pdf
https://www.safariconsultant.net/portal/TERMS%20Schedule%20Regulation%205(2)(b).pdf
https://safari-consultants.com/about-us/reviews-and-testimonials/
https://www.safariconsultant.net/portal/generalinformation.pdf
https://www.safariconsultant.net/portal/generalinformation.pdf


 

 

Why Safari Consultants? 
We are the oldest specialist Africa-only tour operator in the UK, having been in business since 1983. Over 
that time, our reputation for providing top quality safari holidays is unsurpassed, and we continue to strive 
to offer four key elements for all our customers: 

The best advice possible. Really good advice is the cornerstone requirement for any ‘specialist’ safari 
holiday, and will turn your experience of Africa from a ‘good’ holiday to an ‘exceptional’ holiday. We only 
specialise in Africa (and the Indian Ocean Islands) and our team of safari specialists are continually 
travelling to check up on places, visit new destinations and learn about the practicalities of travelling 
around the African continent. 

A friendly, personal and caring service. Planning and booking a specialist safari holiday should be a fun and 
energising experience. We have always been a small company offering a very personal service. All of our 
customers are extremely important to us and treated as such, and we meet many of them in person, either 
when planning their holidays (where practical), at travel shows or at social functions we arrange. We are 
passionate about Africa and genuinely care about the success of every holiday we arrange. 

A totally professional service at all times. We endeavour to provide prompt responses to all enquiries and 
questions, clear and correct information at all times, flexibility throughout and attention to detail with your 
preferences and requirements. When you travel with us, you always have our full support and back up, as 
our management team are on hand 24/7 in case of any difficulties or emergencies. 

Good value for money. All our customers require good value for money and fair pricing every time they 
travel. On a more subtle note, our specialist knowledge is crucial in ensuring you really make the most of 
your holiday budget. 

In addition, we provide 100% financial guarantees through our ATOL licence (No. 3783) and our 
membership of ABTOT (No. 5246). 
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Safari Consultants Ltd 
Africa House 
2 Cornard Mills 
Cornard Tye 
Great Cornard 
CO10 0GW 
 
Telephone: + 44 (0)1787 888 590  
Emergency: + 44 (0)7831 556 164 
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www.safariconsultantuk.com 
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