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As a wildlife photographer, I use long lenses much of the time and as good ones are very expensive, I am 
very keen to protect my investment where ever and whenever possible. 

I am often asked by people about protection filters. Until about a year ago I always advised that I was 
concerned re putting an extra piece of glass, not designed by the manufacturer, in front of my expensive 
investment. My experience had been that doing so almost always caused issues with the image. When I 
purchase a lens the image quality is one of the paramount issues for me and deliberately doing anything to 
cause issues with this seems counter intuitive. Manufacturers of professional lenses also now add special 
coatings to the lens surface to help with unwanted reflections, colour management etc. and these are equally 
easy to damage. When out photographing wildlife it's easy for a branch to scratch a lens or for dirt to get on 
the surface of a wet lens. It doesn’t matter how careful you are when cleaning it the day will come when for 
example you wipe the dirt off or dry the lens only to find you scratch the surface however careful you are.  

Having also studied firsthand the development that goes into new lenses 
with one of the top lens manufacturers in the world I often wonder why we 
spend so much on a lens to just put another piece of glass in front of it that 
hasn’t been designed or matched the other elements in the lens and that 
will reduce image quality. Until recently my advice was always the same 
don’t risk image quality with a filter that isn’t matched to your lens and that 
sourcing one that doesn’t is very difficult and not really possible plus would 
be very expensive.  

One simple piece of advice I used to give people was that it was better to 
protect their lens with a hood and careful handling than to reduce the 
quality of all your images. In addition, the hood also protects against glare 
something I am always fighting in Africa. I also recommend using supplied 
lens caps whenever possible and always carry spares in case I lose one. 
Some years ago, whilst at photographic trade fair in Munich I came across some neoprene lens hoods and 
have used and advocated them ever since. These come in a variety of sizes and are easily stretched over the 
lens and equally easily removed when shooting. There are now many different manufacturers of these but I have 
always liked the originals made by an American company called Lenscoat™ and sold as LensHoodies™. They come 
in various sizes and used to be difficult to obtain in the UK but are now readily available on e.g. Amazon and most 
good photos stores. The Lenscoat™ ones also have 
the advantage of a rigid insert in the front to 
further protect the lens from impact. This can 
easily be removed so that the hoodie can be 
washed. 

Notwithstanding all this I am very well aware that 
accidental damage is still possible especially in the 
rush to shoot images in the wild and hence the 
request from attendees on my safaris and 
workshops for screw in filters.  

The traditional filters recommended and 
purchased by photographers are Ultraviolet and 



© Natures Photos 2025   Page| 2  
 

Skylight and when I was shooting film many years ago, I used to use exactly these together with straw filters 
for warming images etc. Nowadays it's not as important to use e.g. straw filters as we can always change the 
image colour temperature after the shot in software. I wrote a previous article in the musings section of my 
website on just this – https://naturesphotos.co.uk/musings/#Wbalance – visit this link to read or download it. 
The musings section of my website is indeed the most often visited as it contains many similar articles you might 
find interesting. 

It's important to remember that UV and 
Skylight filters were designed for a 
particular function and in film days, a 
function not required in digital but have 
wrongly become hangers on as lens 
protection filters. UV Filters were 
designed to absorb UV light – it's in the 
name. They were great when B&W film 
and even transparencies were overly 
sensitive on the blue end of the 
spectrum and to UV scattering in the 
atmosphere. This was especially the 
case in sunny climes and would cause a 
haze on the negatives. UV Filters thus 
protected the lens and gave clearer 
negatives and as such I used to use 
them all the time in Africa when shooting film as well as when shooting e.g. gannets at sea.  

Skylight on the other hand are designed for colour correction and tend to warm the image especially under 
clear blue sky and for colour slides which had a limited colour range and were very unforgiving. I used to use 
them all the time when in Africa and still have one in my old camera bag. As well as protecting the lens, they 
served a useful function in that they made the bright, dry grass images, we so often get in Africa, a little 
warmer. To this day I still warm these sorts of photos but in LightRoom, something that’s is very easy of course 
if shooting in RAW. The article linked to above discusses just that. 

Neither of these are very helpful in digital and indeed they could have a negative effect. For example, they 
could warm up images you didn’t wish to or give a blue haze to others again not required. As with so much in 
digital we are all too often taught to stick to the mantra that used to work in film and the notion that surely 
digital is the same as film but with a digital sensor replacing the film. This is something I fight against all the 
time and indeed have developed a camera club talk about just that called shooting smarter. If you think your 
camera club or group might benefit from this talk details can be found on my website at - 
https://naturesphotos.co.uk/camera-club-talks/#Parttwo - it is fast becoming the most popular of all my talks. 

The industry hasn’t or rather hadn’t moved far 
on this issue of lens protection filters though as 
I suspect that it was felt better to follow the 
trend of supplying people with what they 
wanted to buy rather than try to convince them 
there is something else better.  

Again, at a photography trade fair in Munich a 
few years ago I became aware of a filter made 
by a company called Tiffen that was called 
UltraClear™. It caught my attention and I 
bought one and had it professionally tested. To 
mine, and the testing company’s surprise, it did 
just what the old Ronseal™ advert says 
namely “what as it says on the tin”. They are 
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ultra clear and don’t affect the light transmission a jot. They also offer that all important lens protection we all 
crave and sends so many down the line of buying the older UV or skylight filters but without the trade-offs. I 
now use theses ultra clear filters all the time and have never seen any loss of image quality indeed I think I 
see better images just because I am more prepared to brush dust of my lens or rather the filter and wipe off 
condensation. I also think I am more prepared to shoot in damp conditions and early morning when the dew 
is high getting great images as a result. It may just be the better lenses that together with the technology of 
good mirrorless produce sharper images but I don’t think so. Sharp clear images are paramount to me and 
using these filters I never see any trade off and get lens protection thrown in. I still use a lens hood too of 
course and also LensHoodies™ as I see too many potential great images ruined by flare or even colour casts 
introduced by glancing light. I even take a spare set of these filters to Africa in case I accidentally scratch one 
so that I can replace it.  

Tiffen produce two Ultra Clear filters one called the HT variant and the other just Water White. They both use 
what Tiffen call “water white” technology but the HT is marketed a digital and is much harder glass. It is more 
expensive but the 77mm version that fits so many lenses is just £68 on Amazon. Little to pay for peace of 
mind but a lot to pay if, like the UV and Skylight versions, they alter your image.  

With the success of these filters there are copies or alternatives made by others on the market – some are 
great some are absolutely not. It you don’t mind having Canon written on your filter they make them cheaper 
and although I haven’t personally tested these, I know some who have.  

Incidentally I also always carry a cheap set of filter 
wrenches as I was caught out once when a filter got 
stuck on a lens and I could not remove it due I 
suspect to heat expansion. Again these are 
available form all good photo stores or on Amazon 
(JJC 3 Pieces Camera Lens Filter Wrench Kit (37-
52mm, 55-72mm, 77-95mm), Filter Removal 
Wrench Tool Fit 37-95mm Lens Thread for Canon 
Nikon Sony Fuji Cameras: Amazon.co.uk: 
Electronics & Photo) for just £8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.B. :- As with all the equipment I recommend I don’t get any reward financial or otherwise from the 
manufacturer. 

  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/JJC-37-52mm-55-72mm-77-95mm-Removal/dp/B097RKTMW5/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2VNSE99NLQHYL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.CNYMjWQ3DynSyI8ksWLxIwuc7wxeS9Hb54_exE1Hl8GELi4XlN9u0ZsR5Z6jCb7iejJsnKN6EN5RHSF3xWmGii3m7ZQHZ-De6S6YBPHTSBkyVoHzCMliQb_q2sH9F11siPfQcwterVYYKUsPciZ7GOHGCPGKIqm01EfME99WIUcO63ymFV1z9URd5ShDfLMYHvqP6WxwdPNTaaExiC1dbTyoJqOiZqA-_CcAEcfny7SDZIbzJr-QYNMV8_9Iw3PL2rJ4uZRdEohvhrHyUGx3bThVvKfZlhSYmVbSU3XD9wjDffvckiM6u2hYDELocB_oxhHEKKDNf7DGn3kMWjWcMnrwU4OLB6pgPMKsH__cFTg.8dOQT1AzXRgilpTFkHLzvhO0MRsIhLS8d5faSMltkMQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=filter%2Bwrench&qid=1736762107&s=electronics&sprefix=filter%2Bwrench%2Celectronics%2C77&sr=1-4&th=1
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